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In addition, CALPUFF was considered on a 
case-by-case basis for near-field analyses 
involving complicated topography. CALPUFF 
has been used throughout the United States 
for almost all Class I analyses, and is very 
commonly used throughout the world.
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When explaining its rationale for demoting 
CALPUFF EPA claims that it has issue with the 
“management” of CALPUFF. CALPUFF is 
somewhat unique in the regulatory modeling 
world in that it was not developed, nor has it 
been maintained, by EPA.
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The demotion of CALPUFF is perhaps the 

most controversial of the proposed changes

to the GAQM (Guideline on Air Quality 

Models), and has been met with widespread 

resistance from the modeling community, 

both in the United States and abroad.
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There are also many in the modeling 
community that believe CALPUFF is a 
superior model from a technical 
standpoint in many instances, and that 
CALPUFF is being demoted mostly for 
political purposes.
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